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FOEEWOED 


T ile second world w ar had coiae. As revcrhci-ations of total 
conflict gathered raoraentiini, and it hecame apparent that our 
entry into the war was just a matter of time" ueacetime con¬ 
scription came to America. 

With conscription came also the problem of the conscientious ob- 
jector. In ti^e democratic style, a provision was written into 
the oelective Service Eill making provision for tnose "-who by 

reason of religious training or belief^-" could not take part in 

v;ar» 


But our story begins much farther back than that. It began on the 
shores of Galilee, where Jesus taught his followers about feeding 
one s enemies, forgiving seventy times seven, and about the love 
^hat conquers hate, greed, and fear. Thniout the centuries there 

sincerely endeavored to live, and folloi/ 
.he^teachings of the Christ, Seeking the life of the spirit, such 
Christian groups as the Franciscans, Quakers, Mennonites, and 
Breuhern have long refused to fight in armies. Inspired by Jesus 
thruout the ages have v;orked for a better v;orld. 
lilled with the idea of the brotherhood of men—all men—they have 
v/orked with determination to extend friendly Christian service, 
rather than violence, to their fellow men. 


k^y have been martyred to this cause and their supreme sacri¬ 
fice, to which this book is dedicated, has lit a candle in the 
dark . And we, in some way, hope to make the fl aihe a little 
brighter. 


With the recognition of the conscientious objectors, came the 
establishment of Civilian Public Service Camps. This book is Our 
_£|‘ C. P. S. Cany Wo . 64 . The story is not told with names 
because our names are not the important thing. The important 
things are the work we have done here, and the reasons which 
brought us here. 
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At the heginning of the Nineteenth Century the white man he- 
gan to come t o the great northern prairie country of our nation. 
By the middle of the century they were followed hy the early sett¬ 
lers; ca.ttlemen, cowboys, and prospectors, ibr more than two 
decades there was war between the Indians and the white man; but 
by the early eighties peace was established and the pioneers turn¬ 
ed their attention to malcing their own living, v/hich was easy for 
sometime. The pasturelendo produced abundant feed for their cat¬ 
tle, but the bubble soon burst. In IS 87 a bad winter wiped out 
tens of thousands of cattle and the fortune of many cattlemen. 

History has repeated itself and forced families to migrate 
to other parts of the nation in search of food and clothing to 
save their famished bodies. Others who were fortunate enough to 
eke out ,a meager existence remained, and from time to time were 

helped by the state governments through their respective relief 
agencies. 

^ provision of money to the individual 

arailies did not solve the real trouble; for that method would 
.^ave to continue until the land was made to uroduce a decent liv¬ 
ing. This problem was presented to the Federal Government. After 
eiii exhaustive study of the different problems, Congress, in the 
early I 9 OOS, established the Bureau of Reclamation (USER) for the 
p^ose of reclaiming the arid and semi-arid lands of the United 
States tliat they might produce abundantly, 

Yellov/stone River valley in southeastern Montana was one 
of the sections chosen to be placed under the new plan of inten¬ 
sive cultivation. 

Beneath the valley's blanket of sage brush, cactus, and buf- 
® fertile soil that would produce excellent supplies 
of food if it had sufficient water. 

After choosing the Yellov/stone valley, it was necessaiy to 
survey the land and test the soil in order that money would not 
be spent on land that wasn't worth in^iroving. This resulted in a 
chain of several districts along the river for a distance of sev¬ 
eral hundred miles. One of these districts is located in Eastern 
Montana extending from Glendive at the northeast, or lower end, to 
within eighteen miles of Miles City at the southwest, or uoper end. 
This project was bom August 2 S, I 937 with the approval of 
Congress by "an act to promote conservation in the aforesaid arid 
and semi—arid areas of the United States by aiding in the develop¬ 
ment of facilities for water storage and utilization." 

Rapids is the first project of the Great Plains Farm 
Stabilization program of water conservation and utilization. This 
project is divided into two divisions. The Glendive, or first di¬ 
vision, cxinsists of 18,000 acres of irrigable land and lies along 
the northwest bank of the Yellowstone. The second division is di¬ 
vided into three separate units; the Shirley Unit with 53 OO acres, 
the Terry unit with 2S00 acres, and the Fallon Unit with 3500 
acres. All of the 11,600 acres to be served under the Second Di- 


vision are along the Southeast hank of the river. 

Before the actual construction began plans were drawn up hy 
engineers in the Denver offices of the USER and everyone hundred 
feet of the area was surveyed, mapped and charted giving an accu¬ 
rate picture of the topography of the land. 

When the plans were conpleted and the costs and acreages com¬ 
puted, the actual construction work started in November of 1937 on 
the *irst Division. Completion of both Divisions was expected dur- 
summer of 19^3, but because of world conditions, shortages 
of labor and materials, an estimated five years is still needed to 
fully conplete the project. 

It was Mr, Paul A. Jones, construction engineer for the USER 
who led an enthusiastic crew twelve miles east of Terry to begin 
actual work on the project which was the construction of 
the Glendive pujiping plant which supplies the water for the entire 
irrigation system of the Pirst Division, 

This plant, the largest of the project, is designed to lift 
330 cubic feet of water per second from the river one hundred feet 
to the beginning of the main canal. This plant contains three 
l^ge centrifugal ptmps each driven by a I50O h.p. electric motor. 
The building is of concrete structure and appears much as a model 
of a modern hydroelectric plant. 

At the same time other crews started construction of the main 
canal leading from the discharge pipe of the punping plant to 
Mrtheast of Glendive. The canal is of dirt formation, about five 
feet deep, and was built with the use of horses and fresnos. How¬ 
ever, some of the deeper cuts were made with heavy equipment. 
Throughout the thirty-five mile length of the canal, S'avity flow 
is maintained by using enoimous inverted siphons to cross the nu¬ 
merous coulees that cut through the level lands of the river val¬ 
ley. 

At carefully chosen points along the canal, turnouts were 
various lateral systems. Orifice turnouts 
(OTO s) within the lateral systems control and measure the amount 
of water flowing to each farm unit. Also in the lateral systems 
many small siphons are used to carry the water under the highways 
and across small gullies. Many small bridges are used where farm 
roads cross the canal, 

beginning of the project, most of the work was done 
by wPA labor, thou^ a corps of CCC men was hired for a short 
time. On January 15, 19^3 the job was given to GPS men to com¬ 
plete. 

In conjxxnction with DSBR laying the foundation for the irri¬ 
gation project, the Parm Security Administration (PSA) carries on 
its work of land reclamation by converting the land with small 
ridges and corresponding low points into perfectly level fields to 
be irrigated. 

During the spring of 19^1 the PSA started their leveling work 
on the Pirst Division, A very efficient machine was set up under 


1 supervision of Mr. Harry Anderson, with. Mr. William 
Wallinder as Project Engineer and Mr. Thomas Eamsay as his assis¬ 
tant, This engineering feat was first plotted on paper and later 
put into actual constructicn on the field. However, before the 
actual leveling started, it was necessary to malce a more accurate 
survey of the rougher lands. The survey crew submitted this data 
to the engineers to be plotted on profiles. Grade elevations were 
then laid to determine the amount of cut or fill to be made. These 
Ws and fills were marked on stakes which were placed in the 
field in such a way that the Carryall operator could read them at 
a glance. The final leveling operation is made with a large trac¬ 
tor drawn machine. 

leveling is conpleted, the survey crew stakes 
the ditches to carry the water from the laterals to the fields, A 
caterpillar-drawn machine, called a ditcher, builds these farm 
ditches. Drainage are built by an auto patrol at convenient sites 
determined by the engineers and staked by the sirrveyors. Another 
i^ortant operation performed by the auto natrol is the building 
of roads to the farmsteads, * 

In some places the land slopes steeply and it is necessary to 
put structures in the ditches to prevent washing and retain the 
desired water level. 

This work is done by a labor crew which installs specially 
constructed drops, check drops, weirs, turnouts, and farm d.eliv- 
eries. Some of these structures are of concrete design v/hile 
others are built of wood treated with creosote. It is the work 

of a special crew to cuild these wooden structures at the caroen- 
ter shop. 

..u structure crews are working on the final ohase of 
the delivery system, other crews begin the building of tlxe farm¬ 
stead which consists of almost a complete set of buildings neces¬ 
sary to carry on the farming. It was the original plan of the 
Federal ^vernment to put a con5)lete set of buildings on each 
farm, but since the war has caused a shortage of material it has 
become necessary to build only those buildings that are absolute¬ 
ly essential for efficient operation. 

After the buildings on each new farm are coi!i 5 )leted, the land 
is leased to a farmer by the Farm Managraent Division of the FSA 
for a short period of years. If he proves himself to be a relia¬ 
ble manager and operator during the trial period, it is his priv- 
Uege to remain on the farm and pay off the mortgage against the 
landt 

This mortgage is determined by pro-rating the entire cost of 
development of each division over the total number of irrigable 
acres in that division. This seems to be the fairest manner of 
distributing cost because the largest expenditure is in the con¬ 
struction of the punping plant and the canal system. This main 
vratcr distribution system is just as essential to one farmer as 
to another. The mortgage drav;s a low rate of interest and is ex- 


tended oTer a long period of years, forty in most cases# 

After the individual units have been leased' to farmers, it 
is necessary for them to organize a hoard of directors to co-op¬ 
erate With the PSA Farm Manager in the operation of the coopleted 
project. The hoard of directors have regular meetings and decide 
upon any issue the Farm Manager may present to them. This organ¬ 
ization is known as the Buffalo Rapids Farms Association and it 
is tlirough its very efficient operation that the con5)leted part 
of the First Division is functioning so smoothly. 

With the ending of WPA and CCC it seemed that the wo rfc on 
the entire project would he shut down due to the shortage of lai- 
hor, hut the solution of the problem was reached hy the opening 
of Civilian Public Service Oan^) No. 64 . 

Short orientation classes were held during the first week 
after our cajip was officially opened January 15, I943, to ac¬ 
quaint us with our new work. Everyone was very anxious to begin 
the work for it seemed that the project before us was tiuly one 
of national importance and the variety of jobs, in most cases, 
was large enoi^h for us to choose the one each of us preferred. 

By the time ^ring had come most of us had found our places, 
and we were working on almost every part of the project. A fm 
of us were surveying the land, some were building distribution 
and drainage ditches, part of us were building concrete struct¬ 
ures, others were placing wooden structures, those interested in 
carpentry were building the farm buildings, the mechanics were 
busy keeping the equipment running, a few of us were operating 
pumps at the pumping station, the tractor drivers were operating 
Caterpillars • and large scrapers leveling the land, those who 
chose to farm were farming some of the newly leveled land for the 
Farms Association, The ’’Cats” were serviced by men from our nxua- 
ber, and still other fellows were building discharge tubes and 
inverted siphons for the units which are in the earliest stages 
of development while a few more .were building electric transmiss¬ 
ion lines and substations and installing pump units in the newly 
completed pumping plants of the second division. Draftsmen were 
very much in demand and were kept busy working in the Engineer’s 
offices. 

The Yellov;stone Eiver broke all high water records at the 
first division pumping plant when the ice broke up on March 2 S, 
1943 and washed out the bridge linking the first division with 
our camp.. The closest detour, which we have named the **Burma*’ 
road because of its ruggedness, incurs eighteen miles of extra 
driving. To remedy this situation, two boats were placed in the 
river. Each work day morning, those working on the first divis¬ 
ion rode in truclcs to the south banic of the river and were trans¬ 
ported, by the boats, to the north bank where other tnicks were 
awaiting them. These truclcs were serviced at a tenporary ware¬ 
house set up for that purpose. 

After more than a year of service on this, the Buffalo Rap¬ 
ids Irrigation Project, we look back with satisfaction on the 
progress that has been made. 
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Aai important part of > 0 ur Story' is the administration of ow 
camp. The responsibility for this administration res^siipon the 

^^^The°duties of the director, whose character and leadership 
qualification must he high are many and varied. It is 

to malce - arrangements for the new arrivals, transfers, and for ttose 

desiring furloughs. It is also his job to select men for 
Chen, laundry, and other places on overhead. The responsibility 
of overseeing the religious activities is also his. In addition 
to the duties already mentioned he is also the connecting linlc 
between the technical agency. Selective Service, the MCC, and 
the men of the camp. He has a secretary to assist him with some 

' of the technicalities. . . 

The assistant, or educational, director assists^ the director 
with administrative problems. Under his supervision ® * 'dear* 
tionol and recreational activities are planned for each quarter. 

The business office has a manager, and two assistants. It is 
the function of this office to transact all business for the 
Pood, coal, and kitchen equipment, in addition to many other 

things occxjpy their time. , 

The infirmary plays an important part in maintaining the nor¬ 
mal health of our group. In the infirmary those who are sick can 
be properly cared for. The Camp Hurse, with the help of 
sistant administers the necessary aid to those in need of medical 

atteutiorie ^ ■ ;a 

For the preparation and serving of our food, we depend upon 

four cooks. ^fouT waiters, and two men who prepare 

those on project. The meals are planned by a qualifiea diet- 


' It” is the job of three fellows to keep us supplied with cle^ 
clothes. The men washing and ironing our laundry, preform their 
duties for a different barrack on respective days of the week. 

To supply fresh food for the camp, we have a large garden where 
fresh vegetables are raised during the summer. More food is 
in the garden than can be eaten during the summer, and the e^ess 
is canned for the winter. We also have several hogs, and a flock 
of chickens to supply fresh meat and eggs. 

There are also several others wiio work that v/e might be con¬ 
tent*. Several firemen whose job it is to keep the barra^swarm 
during the winter; the canteen manager who sells us the things we 
need, and also brings us our mail; and the fellows who clean the 
l>arraclcs and *bathhouseo 
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M ost important of our camp activities are our religious ser¬ 
vices, To plan and direct these activities we have a quar¬ 
terly elected Religious Life Committee. Their duties are 
various. Tiujy arrange the Sunday evening service, the mid- 
week pr^er senrice, and sponsor the morning devotional period. 

The S^day School is organized with a Superintendent, assis- 

teachers. Our morning worship is plai>. 
director of the camp. The speaker is selected from 
among the bellows who have declared themselves to serve in this 
capacity* On Sunday evenings, our services are usually devel- 
oped around a central theme, with several fellows discussing 
various phases of the evening's topic. ^ 

.4 4 .? msically inclined, and have voices to go 

with their inclinations, the camp chorus offers excellent op- 

^0 serving on the programs in cac^ 
they have also sung in town, and made a trip to a Mennonite com- 
miuiity about seventy miles distant. 

Probably the most universal leisure activity among the men 
here is ^ making. The rugs, varying in size and description, 
are usually made for friends and relatives. ^ 

During the summer months, baseball and softball are the lead¬ 
ing sport s_. Several teams are chosen, and tourneys, round robin 

®u are also tournaments for the horse¬ 

shoe pitchers, both singles and doubles. 

Hiking is also popular with the fellows at No. 64. Most of the 
hiking is done in the Bad Lands which rise in all their useless- 
^4e Yellowstone River, about a mile north of our 
c^ site. Quite a bit of hiking is also done along the river, 

fo,^d! 

.. fall, the Interest In sports shifts 

ootball and volley ball. Daring this season, games in these 
sports are in progress almost every evening, 

With the coming of colder weather, indoor sports become in- 
creaslngly popular. The most popular winter sport is basket- 
ftfii * ^Jarracks has a team, and these teams each play once a 

week. Daring the winter we also have some hotly contested tour¬ 
naments in ping-pong and checkers. 

T,, 4 ? f place for those who wished to skate, a dyke was 

built, and a large area flooded. Por several months, the rinlc 
condition, and a lot of skating was done. 

The educational program of our camp is quite diversified, and 
offers something for all grot^s here. Class in First Aid, Social 
problems. Livestock Feeding and Breeding, German, Mennonite Heri- 
t^e, Bible, and others have been offered. For the most part, 
the classes are taught by can^sers, 

library was left by the Civilian Conservation Coro 
^t it has increased greatly since then. A large portion of the 
increase has come from donations, but many books have been loaned 
to the library by cajmpees. 

w Yellowstone Builder" our camp paper, is published monthly 
oy the men at No, 64. It is a cross section of the life at Terry 
and tells 'Our Story' in periodical form. ’ 
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R3P0RT OK PRODUCTIOK OP CAMP AMIIIL 


OUR STORY 

Civilian Public Service 
Camp Ko. 64 
Terry, Montana 


I. PRODUCTION- ’■ . ' "■ 

A Lithographing, Cover a^d additional hlank sheets 
S, C, Toof and Company. ■ , 

Memphis;-Tennessee ■ ■ 

contracted through local agency 

Miles City Star Printing Co!i5)any 
Miles City, Montana 

Toof * s furnished the committee v/ith layout sheets 
and special cement to cement pictures in place. 
They also recom.mended using special black litho¬ 
graph typev;riter ribbon to assure perfect repro¬ 
duction, They also furnished the committee with 
complete instructions. 

B, Multilithing 

Be Secretarial Service 
Bethel College 
North Newton, Kansas 


C, Photography 

All photography was done by the carpers 



Assembly 


Under the contract the company did not assemble 
They furnished all necessary supplies, but the 
sembling was done by the Campers. 


the books 
actual as- 


II. EXPSNSB 


Contract for 25 pages of pictaros, cover 
name* binding and additional blanlc pages 

Multilithing 

0 

Photographic supplies 
Express, postage, *tc. 

Advertising and misc. expenses 

^ctal 

Bach Annual cost $ 1.25 
Annuals sold to campers for $1,25 
Annuals sold by mail order $1.50 


$ 263.75 
10*00 
9.55 

l4.g4 

g.75_ 

^ 300.S9 



A FSW lElNGS WS V/OULD DO DIIFSESIITLY 

1 , Our conraittee learned the hard w'y that idealistic abstractions will 
not sell a hook in CPS. Men are still fundamantally selfish and 
want to see their nanes in print. If we should nake another annual 
we would nake it noro personal hy having individual write-ups, nore 
pictures of nen actually working and uLaying, and a great deal more 
Informality, 


2 . Vo would try to include more of the pjoilosoohy of CPS in our next 
annual, -..our connittee was partucularly sensitive to individual 
differGnceu of opinoin and denominational creedism, as a result 
they agreed anong thenselves not to nention nanes, addresses, de- 
nomnational affilition - to nost nen these are very important 

3 . Ve would try to avoid snail subjects in the scatpshots and vnuld 
put forth a greater effort to get close ups even if the pictures 
were not so clear cut. Large oictures reoroduce better since the 
layout sheets are reduced about I/3 in size in lithographing. 

4 . Velearned that clear pictures are an absolute must in the litho¬ 
graphing process. It is estimated that pictures lose about 25^ of 
their clarity when they are almost perfedt in the print. The almost 
black and white picture with deep shadows is best suited for repro¬ 
duction. In individual pictures it is best to have the ligiit to 
one side of the facd so that facial features will be emphasized. 


It is not always possible to secure the quality of Picture w>d ch Re¬ 
produces best and inferior pictures must be used sometimes. In such 
a case it is wise to try to organize the pictures on the layout 
sheets so thft pictures of aaproximately the same tone value will 
appear together. Dark pictures and light Pictures should appear on - 
separate pages. If they are together one or the other will'have to 
be sacrificed since the company will decide whid picture *0 set 
their process for. 


6 . 


Individu;-al 

uniformity. 

camp. 


Pictures are advisable but we would try to secure greater 
You must have 8o.oe means of recognizing every man in 


7 . We xvould include more art and color in the book. There is even a 
threat deal of space on the lithograohed pages themselves that would 
have been used to good advantage. 



























